


FAMILY STORIES





Characters, Events and Questions





	This segment presents a variety of short snippets about our shared family history. Some relate established facts and events. Others describe genealogical mysteries that research has yet to unravel. Those near the end list comparative general information about family members.


	Phrases in Italics indicate relationships to Larry DeLong and Linda Raide, the last of their family to live in Worcester. Relationships appearing in plain characters are to the five Smith children, the last of that line to live in Worcester. Where no relationship is indicated, that person is a member of a distant, extended family line remotely related to the Worcester DeLongs by a series of marriages, and not by consanguinity.








	THE MAYFLOWER CONNECTION





	An American tradition is to connect one’s own family to the passengers on the Mayflower. Our family is just as respectful of this national obligation as any other. Among those passengers who are ancestors of our family members are John Alden and Priscilla Mullen (eighth great-grandparents); William Brewster (Smiths’ tenth great-grandfather); Francis Cooke, Stephen Hopkins and George Soule (all ninth great-grandfathers of the Smiths), Edward Doty and John Howland.








	INDIANS TAKE SETTLER’S FAMILY 





	Louis DuBois (1626-1695, Smiths’ seventh great-grandfather) was a French Huguenot who settled at Hurley about 1661. A Greene County history relates that about 1663 “Indians took his wife [Catherine] and three children prisoners along with other families, and Louis led an expedition against the Indians to rescue his family and the other prisoners. After following the Indians for three months, they came up on them just as the Indians were getting ready to set Louis’ wife on fire at the stake. She was bravely singing hymns, preparatory to meeting death.


	“The prisoners were all rescued and returned to their families. Fourteen years later, he obtained a patent from Gov. Andros, for land in the town of New Paltz. He helped to build the church at Hurley three times after the Indians burned it.”      























	POLITICS IN THE BLOOD EARLY





	Thomas Prence, Smiths’ ninth great-grandfather, was the first Governor of the Plymouth Colony on Massachusetts Bay.


	David Davidse Schuyler, their eighth great-grandfather, was Mayor of Albany, New York in 1706. Two hundred years later, Sherburn Becker was Mayor of Milwaukee.





	BLANDINA AND FAMILY ALONE IN POVERTY





	After Jonas DeLange (1696-1739, sixth great-granduncle) died, his widow Blandina was left with four children and debt on recently-purchased land in Poughkeepsie. Impoverished, Blandina and her son Arie (1719-1798) leased a 100-acre farm in Beekman, Dutchess County, in the early 1740’s, which she ran at least through the 1760’s, often paying the rent with wheat, “a fat oxen” and other barter.








	HORSE THIEVES





	In 1742 Militia Captain Frans DeLange (1681-1755, sixth great-grandfather), found himself in court in Dutchess County, charged with selling another man’s mare and being sued for £4, 10 shillings. In 1750 DeLange received £15 satisfaction for a black roan stallion which had disappeared, only to turn up with John Simpson, who was later ordered into custody.








	WILD MAN





	In 1938 Worcester genealogist Ida Flint Shafer assisted Irene D. Smith (1911-1998, aunt) in tracing her family history so that she could qualify for membership in the Daughters of the American Revolution. They noted an entry in The Hewit Family that described Joseph Hewitt (born 1772, fourth great-granduncle) as “a wild man.”      








	CELEBRITY FOREBEARS





	Among the persons distantly related to our family are Alexander Hamilton (1755-1804), aide to General Washington, Federalist leader and the first U.S. Secretary of the Treasury; Aaron Burr (1756-1836), the nation’s third Vice-President, who fatally shot Hamilton in a duel in New Jersey; and the infamous Madame Jumel, née Eliza Betsy Bowen (about 1769-1865), perhaps history’s best-known gold-digger, who rose from an obscure birth and a poverty-ridden childhood to become a self-described confidante of the King of France, a prosperous real-estate heiress and a visitor to Worcester in 1831. Angry that Burr, her second husband and perhaps fourth domestic partner, was trying to cheat her out of her assets, she divorced him on the day he died. 


The great author James Fenimore Cooper (1789-1851) is also related.





PATRIOTS AND THE KING’S MEN





	About two dozen men in our extended family fought on the colonies’ side in the American Revolution, but as if to verify the historians’ maxim that the Revolution was the first American civil war, researchers have uncovered another dozen or so ancestors who were loyal to the King. Some fought in Loyalist regiments.


	One divided family was that of Arie Langet (1705-1770, fifth great-grandfather) of Charlotte, Dutchess County. Three of his sons, Frans (born 1740), Elias (born 1746) and James Delong (born 1751), all fourth great-granduncles, were colonial officers, while two others, Martin (born 1748, probable fourth great-grandfather) and Lawrence (1755-1819 or 1829) may have had Loyalist sympathies. Martin was confined, but then released after taking an oath of allegiance to the colonies in 1777; he may have fled to Canada. Lawrence, a 1795 settler in Lincoln, Vermont, likely went to Canada about 1810. A sixth brother, Cornelis (1742-1760), had died in the French and Indian War. Elias is the first Delong known to have appeared in Westford, by 1803.


	Three sons of Elias Delong (born 1723, fifth great-granduncle), Ezekiel (born before 1755), Daniel (born 1761) and Joseph (1764-1835) fought on the patriot side in the same unit of the Albany County Militia. So did their second cousin David (born 1764), the second son of Conrad Delong (born about 1720, first cousin seven times removed). David’s brother Elias (1747-1806), however, fought for the British between 1779 and 1801. Joseph Ebbett (born about 1753), Conrad’s son-in-law, fought with Loyalist troops from Orange County, New York and went to New Brunswick after the war.


	One set of Tory brothers included Arie Blandina DeLange (1719-1798, first cousin seven times removed) of Beekman. In 1776, Arie, a militia member, had refused to swear allegiance to the colonies and was interned in Exeter, New Hampshire with two other Loyalists. Later, he received permission to return home “because of indisposition.” Arie’s brother Johannes B. Delong (1728-1804), a captain in the colonial militia, had been charged in 1754 with having carnal knowledge of the body of Catherine Delong, probably his first cousin, “several times and she was expecting a child.” Johannes signed the oath of allegiance to the revolutionary cause, but when the Continental Congress ordered him to assemble his company of troops for battle in 1775, he refused and did not show up. His replacement, Cornelius VanWyck, was killed the next year at White Plains. A third brother, Jonas, showed “disaffection to the American cause” and spent part of 1777 locked up in jail in Worcester, Massachusetts. He later “manifested a disposition to return to his allegiance.”


  	Four sons of Arie Blandina DeLange, all second cousins six times removed, served in the Dutchess County Militia. Jonas (born 1757), John (born 1759) and Richard (about 1761-1808) apparently were on the American side, while Arie (born about 1767) may have gone to Canada, where three of his sons later lived.


	Three other Tory brothers were Aaron B. (born 1758), John (about 1759-1804) and Simon Delong (born 1761), first cousins six times removed, of Clove, all of whom served in Loyal American regiments and left for Nova Scotia and New Brunswick when the war was over. They were first cousins of Frans and the other sons of Arie Langet.


	One Tory, Philip Linderbeck of Beekman, lost an arm fighting for the King and also left for Canada. Samuel Pomeroy (born 1729) lost a leg while in Continental service, and William VanOrden (1754-1777, Smiths’ third great-granduncle) died of fever shortly after taking part on the American side in the Battle of Saratoga. Ebenezer Jolls (1747-1829) chose the Tory side and saw all his properties confiscated.


	Three prominent participants in the Revolutionary War were distant relatives. Alexander Hamilton’s role as an aide to General Washington was noted above; Simon Fraser (died 1777), a Scottish general who led one of Burgoyne’s columns at Saratoga, was mortally wounded there; and Peter B. Tearse (1753-1803) was an Adjutant in the Continental Army.  





	


	 WORKING BOTH SIDES





	With furtive glances and hushed tones, our family members have often bemoaned their supposed relationship to the notorious Benedict Arnold (1741-1801), the infamous General who fought on both sides of the American Revolution. This belief probably arose from the coincidental last name of Betsy Arnold (1821-1908, second great-grandmother), wife of Awry DeLong (1817-1887). Any actual relationship, however, has yet to be established.


	Betsy Arnold’s parents, James and Mary, were born in England in 1784 and 1785, respectively. She herself was born in Westerlo, Albany County.


	General Arnold’s family has been in this country since the early seventeenth century, when his second great-grandfather was in Rhode Island with Roger Williams. His father came to Connecticut in 1730 and Benedict himself was born in Norwich in that state, where his immediate family resided.


	There may be a connection through Arnold’s mother, who was Hannah Waterman.








	THE TALE OF SARAH FRASER





	Sarah Fraser’s husband Alexander Campbell died during their family’s passage to America from Scotland. Their daughter also died, a year following arrival. After a while, Sarah married a Mr. McNeil and settled on a large tract of land in Queensbury.


	At the time of the Revolution, the widow McNeil and her granddaughter were living in comfort at Fort Edward, the latter being engaged to an Adjutant in the Continental Army. Indian allies of Burgoyne’s expedition captured and murdered Jane McCrea while she was visiting in the McNeil house – on the same morning in July, 1777 that the women were preparing to flee the British approach.


	Sarah McNeil and her granddaughter escaped to the camp of her first cousin, the Scottish General Simon Fraser, one of Burgoyne’s commanders, and then to Albany.


	Simon Fraser was mortally wounded at the Barber Wheatfield on October 7, earlier in the day that the American General Benedict Arnold received his famous foot wound at the same Battle of Saratoga. Sarah was able to reach Simon’s bedside before his death the following day. 


	The Adjutant, Peter B. Tearse, later served as a Member of the New York State Assembly from 1786 to 1789. Sarah McNeil was the fourth great-grandmother of Arthur J. DeLong (born 1879), who was in turn the grandson of Zopher, patriarch of the Glens Falls DeLong family. Arthur corresponded with Irene D. Smith in 1938 on the stationery of the DeLong hardware store.


	Fayette Philip DeLong (1876-1962),  fifth cousin twice removed and Zopher’s first cousin twice removed, lived in Portlandville in the mid-1930’s and sold insurance in Oneonta. He also corresponded with Irene Smith.








	SLAVEHOLDERS





	Slaveholding was common among early Americans. Some distant cousins appear in the census records of the Town of Beekman, Dutchess County, with their slaves. Arie Blandina DeLange had five slaves in 1790. His son Richard Delong had one. Son Arie had a slave in 1800. James Delong (1773-1843) had three in the 1800 census and one in 1810.








	MORE POLITICOS





	Some distant relatives from Worcester served in the State Legislature. Robert Roseboom (1755-1816), the first recorded Supervisor of the Town of Worcester, was a Member of Assembly for six sessions between 1800 and 1815, and also a State Senator from 1801-1804. Peter T. Dumont was in the Assembly in 1804. Silas Crippen (1758-1831), the prominent early settler, was the first Supervisor of the “new” Town of Worcester which was parcelled off from the original in 1809. He succeeded Roseboom in the Assembly in 1816. Others who were Assembly Members were Schuyler Crippen (1831), Leonard Caryl (1842) and Samuel H. Grant (1857). 








	LOTS OF ALBERTS





	The Alberts are an especially intriguing and confusing part of our family. Henry Albert (1772-1835, probable fourth great-grandfather) arrived in Worcester from New England by 1795, and was a Member of Assembly in 1816. While Henry receives credit as the patriarch of the Albert family that thrived on both sides of the county line on South Hill for over a century, there is little understanding of how the first- and second-generation Albert settlers related to each other. Possible brothers and cousins of Henry may have headed their own families in the area, and it is not known how many second-generation Alberts were Henry’s offspring and how many belonged to his possible siblings and cousins. Among the latter might be Frederick, John, Joseph, William, Bela and Aaron. In addition, there are at least 12 candidates to be second-generation Alberts.


	Luther H. Albert (1860-1919, great-grandfather) lived in Tuscan and his daughter Harriett (1887-1920) married Arthur S. DeLong (1886-1957, grandfather). The surname passed on in the names of Albert S. DeLong (1913-1995), Lawrence Albert DeLong (born 1941) and Carl Albert DeLong (1969-1991). While Albert DeLong pronounced his name AL-bert, he claimed that many in the family had said AWL-burt.


	There are several recognized Albert family groups known to genealogists, most of them French or Dutch in origin, but none have yet been connected and none contain these Worcester Alberts. Some of the early Albert listings in this book are undocumented guesses intended solely to display known information. Much work needs to be done to place all the Alberts accurately.








	EPHRAIM’S ORIGINS





	As noted, Elias Delong (born 1746), a fourth great-granduncle and a Militia officer in the Revolutionary War, is the first Delong whose presence in Westford is documented. A newspaper listed him as having mail waiting in the Cooperstown post office in 1803. He was a Worcester Pathmaster in 1805, when that town included the Westford area.


	Farmer Ephraim Delong (1785-1843, third great-grandfather), however, was the permanent settler. His family appears in the 1810 Westford census, and he is recorded as purchasing 129 acres near Elk Creek in 1812. No one knows for sure who Ephraim’s parents were or where he came from. John D. Baldwin, Jr., the nationally-recognized DeLong researcher, believed his father to be Lawrence (1755-1819 or 1829), a pioneer and founder of Lincoln, Vermont in 1795. Many Westford settlers came from Vermont. Lawrence was probably a Loyalist and seems to have emigrated to Canada late in life. His first wife Sarah Howland and at least three of their seven children were Quakers. 


	Lawrence had brothers, including Martin (born 1748), also a Loyalist, about whom information is more obscure. For a long time, Martin has also seemed a reasonable candidate to be Ephraim’s father, and the contents of two letters discovered in 1996 and written respectively by Sally Peake in 1841 and Col. Cornelius DeLong in 1846 have led Baldwin and other readers to infer that they are Ephraim’s siblings, and that Martin matches better than Lawrence as the probable father of all three. Indeed, Cornelius’ letter might be read to imply that all four – Martin and the three siblings – could have lived in the same area (“that country,” perhaps Westford) during the children’s youth. Still, no one knows for sure.








	WHO WAS SALLY?





	On April 13, 1841 Sally Peake of Sweden, Monroe County, New York sent a letter to Ephraim Delong of Westford in which she describes Ephraim and his wife Elizabeth as her “Brother and sister.” She also addressed part of the letter to Eliza Ann Huson and referred to an “Azro,” whom Sally expected to travel to Westford in June. She wrote of an “Esq. Peasly” and a “Mr Shutts,” apparently known to the Delongs, stated that she “left Westford,” and asked the Delongs to “Kifs Irene and Olive.” 


	We don’t know who all these people are. Peake families appear in the 1840 and 1850 censuses of Middlefield and Otsego, and of several Monroe County towns. A Sarah who appears in Sweden in 1850 with Hiram Peake was 34 years old, much younger than Ephraim and Cornelius DeLong. Yet, unless she was using the terms “brother” and “sister” in a religious sense, she must have been Ephraim’s sibling because his wife Elizabeth had no sister named Sarah or Sally. 


	An Olive Wright (born 1818) was the Delongs’ niece.  Husons were early settlers in Westford. They appear in its 1840 census, but not in 1850. An Olive “Housen” (1840-1906) married John Palmer of Westford in 1865. Was Sally’s first husband a Huson, by whom she had Eliza? If so, why did Eliza stay behind? And who were Irene and Olive? And how were they all connected to Ephraim and the other DeLongs? Stay tuned.  








	                           


	             


CORNELIUS’ LETTER





On May 4, 1846 Col. Cornelius DeLong (1792-1854, third great-granduncle), a veteran of the War of 1812 and the Black Hawk War, sent a letter from Mineral Point, Wisconsin Territory to “Nephew” Awry DeLong (second great-grandfather) in Westford. He described leaving Chautauqua County, New York in 1817 to settle in Illinois Territory and subsequently in the mining district of southwest Wisconsin in 1831. There he mined, teamstered and farmed on 520 acres. The letter requests the address of Cornelius’ sister Sally, saying that “we are the only remaining ones of the family of my father in all probability.”


Cornelius became an Assemblyman in the Wisconsin State Legislature and later died of cholera. His oldest son Horatio was killed by a falling tree. 








	AMOS WAS IN TWO PLACES





	Amos P. DeLong (about 1819-about 1862, third cousin four times removed) is listed twice in the 1850 census, once at his home and once in the Ohio State Penitentiary, where he was doing time for forgery.








	WHO WAS J.J.?





	In 1855 Awry and Betsy DeLong sold their farm at the Westford-Maryland town line on the Smoky Hollow Road and moved to 304 Up County Road in Worcester, near the old road to Caryl’s Lake. In 1860 they made a mortgage on this new farm from John J. Sutherland (1842-1902, perhaps a first cousin three times removed) of San Francisco, California. J.J. had apparently left the Worcester/Westford area about 1858. His 1863 letter from San Francisco addressed the DeLongs as “Uncle & Aunt” and described the Golden State glowingly, as did another which he wrote them from Petaluma in 1874.


	But we don’t know who Sutherland was. Our guess is that his mother was the sister in Elk Creek (Celite? Jane? Susan? Catherine?) whom Betsy Arnold went to live with about 1837 after she was orphaned “at an early age.” There were Sutherlands in the area – Smith Sutherland’s land adjoined Ephraim’s near Elk Creek from at least 1812 to 1825; Isaac Sutherland’s land was next to it in 1837; and there was a John and a James in the 1840 census of Westford.


	John is buried in Petaluma in a plot whose style is as sumptuous as that in which he apparently lived, along with his wife, his son, his likely father, Isaac (1806-1885), and his dog. The family monument is 10 feet high. John’s 1863 letter mentioned that “Father is well” but in 1874 he pleaded assistance in persuading his mother to “come here,” apparently from Worcester or Westford. Who is his mother, and what is his exact relationship to the rest of us?


	In 1871 Awry bought the “DeLong Homestead” at 116 Up County Road in Tuscan, 100 acres fronting on Caryl’s Lake, which the family kept until moving to 1 Water Street in Worcester in 1907. The homestead burned down in 1920.    





	AWRY’S FAMILY DECIMATED





	Awry and Betsy, the first DeLongs known to settle in Worcester (1855), outlived three of their four children. Alice died at age four in 1856. Ella, age 21, died in 1880, 12 weeks after her wedding. Dayton, a traveling photographer’s representative, was killed by an oncoming train in 1885 at age 36, leaving his own family of four children. Oscar (born 1851, great-grandfather) survived until 1918. In addition, Awry’s brother Alanson died in 1879 and his grandson Llewellyn died of kidney disease in 1880 at age 10.  








	RALLYING 'ROUND THE FLAG





	At least 28 men from our extended family are known to have served in Union units during the Civil War, either in the regular army or in volunteer regiments from New York, Vermont and Massachusetts. The most famous was a far distant relative, Maj. Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman (1821-1890), who sacked Atlanta and marched to the sea.


	Another, Napoleon B. McLaughlen (1823-1886) was a colonel in the First Massachusetts who directed the fire on the Plank Road outside Chancellorsville in 1863 that he subsequently maintained had killed Stonewall Jackson. He was in 11 battles, including Fair Oaks, Bull Run, Fredericksburg, the Wilderness and Gettysburg. He was recommended for commission as Brevet Brigadier General for his actions at Chancellorsville, and finally achieved that rank in 1865 for his record with the 57th Massachusetts at Poplar Grove Church, Virginia. McLaughlen was captured at Fort Stedman and spent the rest of the war in Libby Prison. He is buried in Worcester.      


	Pvt. Hamilton Boughton (1827-1884, Smiths’ second great-granduncle), from Minerva, was a member of the 93rd New York Volunteers and spent most of 1862 sick with fever and rheumatism in military hospitals in Baltimore and Clarysville, Maryland, before receiving a discharge for disability in April, 1863. Boughton left a series of remarkable letters describing his experiences and his opinions about the war.


	Charles E. Curtis died in Salisbury Prison, North Carolina, a wicked hellhole whose mortality rate was greater than at Andersonville.


	Benjamin Chase, a Revolutionary War veteran who settled in Westford in 1793, had two sons in the War of 1812 and seven grandsons in the Civil War. All survived. 








	WAITING FOR THEIR LUCK TO TURN





	In 1855 Manlius Boughton (1830-1885, Smiths’ second great-granduncle) sent a letter apparently to his brother James (1819-1893) from Mokelumnie Hill, Calaveras County, California, where he was working the gold field. In the letter, he stated that “I hav not as yet been very lucky but I do not despare of a time when my luck will turne …”	


	Another relative was even less lucky. Charles Whipple, husband of Octavia Delong (born 1821, second cousin four times removed), “went to California during the early gold excitement, and died there.” He left his wife and two children back east. Octavia then remarried, to her late sister’s widower. She lived first in Springfield, New York, then with her brother Damon Hatch Delong (1825-1901) in the Town of Otsego.








	THE GLENS FALLS CLAN





	Zopher I. DeLong (1815-1901, third cousin four times removed) is the patriarch of the well-known DeLong family of Glens Falls, New York. A storekeeper and town Supervisor in Day, Saratoga County, before relocating, he and his son John B. DeLong (born 1843, fourth cousin three times removed) purchased a hardware business in 1861 and built it up over the next several decades. Zopher was President of Glens Falls Village and Supervisor of the Town of Queensbury.


	Another son, Daniel P. DeLong (1850-1914), owned a brick company. He was also Queensbury Supervisor and served in the New York State Assembly in 1910.


	Other family members established the DeLong Dairy in Glens Falls.


	The Chapman Historical Museum on Glen Street in the city consists of the DeLong House, a restored Victorian home which reflects the lives of two generations of this family from 1860 to 1910. It has galleries and rotating exhibits on the history of the region.








	WHOM DID REBECCA MARRY?





	In 1869 Rebecca A. DuBois (born 1816, second great-grandaunt) wrote a letter from Coxsackie to inform Awry and Betsy DeLong of Worcester of the death of the women’s sister Catherine (1823-1869). All the women were daughters of James H. (born 1785) and Mary Arnold (born 1784). No one has established what DuBois man Rebecca married, nor what their family was like. There are various persons named Arnold and DuBois in the census records of the time, even a Rebecca DuBois, but none seem to fit.








	IN THE POORHOUSE 





We know little of the life of Rhynaldo C. DeLong (1824-1872, second great-granduncle), brother of Awry, who is buried at Worcester. He and his family were at a “public house” in Poughkeepsie in 1850, and later probably in New York City.


We know even less about another of Awry’s brothers, Amos C. DeLong (born 1825). 


		Freeman DeLong (about 1812-1891, third cousin four times removed) died in the poorhouse in Milton, New York.








		WHERE DID NAPOLEON COME FROM?





		Napoleon Smith (1854-1916, great-grandfather) worked in the lumber camps of the Adirondacks, and his wife Lavinia (1855-1938) cooked and baked for boarders from those same camps. At least two of their children were born in the “French Settlement” east of Port Leyden, New York which was served by St. Anthony’s mission church. The family later moved to the vicinity of Utica.


		According to tradition, the family was originally among a group of emigrants sent by the government of France to live in Quebec. Its original surname was Beseau or Beaseau. Napoleon’s father, whoever he was, is said to have changed the name to Smith. None of these statements have yet been verified.


		Although several promising Smith and Besaw leads appear in census recods, no one has yet established Napoleon’s ancestry, nor that of his in-laws, the DePans and perhaps Trombleys.








		EARLY LIBERATIONISTS





		Two women ancestors are known to have smoked pipes. Lavinia Smith (great-grandmother) customarily chatted with her friends in French on her porch while smoking one.


		Lucy Wright (1828-1903) smoked a corncob pipe and was once known to have stuffed it live into the pocket of her long dress before answering the door to receive company. Lucy had her leg amputated following childbirth. After her husband died, she raised her children and maintained her Worcester home while using crutches.








		TED THE TEA MAN





		Theodore Harding Estabrooks (sixth cousin), a nineteenth-century Canadian, was the founder of the Red Rose Tea Company.


		Another very distant entrepreneur founded McCall’s magazine.








		BANDITS, BAUBLES AND BEACHBOYS





		Frank Coye DeLong (born about 1844, third cousin) of Cortland County, went to California where in 1885 he inherited his father’s million-dollar ranch. His family neglected the property, entertained lavishly and blew their money. His sons quit college and took milk routes. Frank served as a State Senator from Marin and Contra Costa Counties from 1885 to 1892. 


		Frank’s son George Bowen DeLong (1870-1924), an actor, dancer, real estate broker and attorney, was killed by highwaymen while motoring through Albania with a former Stanford classmate.


		In 1917 George had become the second husband of Edith (Haggin) Lounsbury (1858-1940) of New York City. Edith had inherited a fortune in jewels from the collection of her father, a mine operator and developer who had prospered from the California Gold Rush. In 1938 she had given one of the gems, the famous 100-carat DeLong Star Ruby, to the American Museum of Natural History.


		In 1964 a gang of Florida beachboys including Jack (“Murph the Surf”) Murphy stole the Ruby and 23 other precious stones from the Museum in a front-page caper taken from the plot of the contemporary movie Topkapi. The Museum’s alarm system had been disconnected years previously to save money.


		The $140,000 DeLong Ruby was eventually recovered in 1965, placed unwrapped on the ledge of a phone booth by fences, to be found by a police middle-man who returned it to authorities in an old rag he happened to have in his car.       











		VALOR AND TRAGEDY IN THE ICEPACK





 		Lt. Commander George Washington DeLong (1844-1881) of New York City, an Annapolis graduate, was a famed Northern explorer and leader of the ill-fated Jeanette expedition of 1879, which sought to find an ice-free passage through the Arctic Ocean above Siberia and perhaps to reach the North Pole. The Jeanette, the first steam vessel to have electric lights, became trapped in pack ice for 22 months. Searchers found the frozen bodies of DeLong and other crew members in 1881 at a camp in the Lena River delta, where they had fled from their crushed and sinking ship.


		There are many accounts of this heroic but doomed exploration, one of the most recent in the book Icebound. Six geographic features are named after DeLong, including a Russian island group, an Alaskan mountain range, three straits and a town in Illinois.


		George Washington DeLong is from the Pennsylvania family descended from Pieter Delong. No one has yet established a link to our own family, although one of the explorer’s ancestors was in Ulster County, New York in 1711.








		HOOKS, EYES, BOBBY PINS AND CHARLES LINDBERG





		Another member of the Pennsylvania clan is Frank E. DeLong (1864-1939), the inventor of the DeLong hook and eye. Hearing his niece’s constant complaints that her coats and dresses came open because their fasteners were not secure, he developed the strong “third-wire” hook and eye for ladies’ wear.


		In 1890 he and a partner started the DeLong Hook and Eye Company in Philadelphia. The business prospered and expanded. More than 75 other DeLong inventions followed, including the bobby pin, an electric stenograph, a paper fastener, a shirt-waist holder and a folding paper box.


		On May 21, 1927 DeLong was one of thousands who greeted Charles Lindberg in Paris following the first trans-Atlantic flight. A bachelor, DeLong was a philanthropist, real estate operator, wildlife preservationist and clubman.


		There were other DeLong inventors. In 1899 Oscar A. DeLong of New Jersey patented a shielded safety pin and in 1909 he patented a purse for carrying coins in a garment pocket. William A. DeLong, Jr. came along with a button-fastening device in 1900 and later patented a ribbon holder, a vehicle seat attachment and a book rest.








		WHAT DADDY FOUND IN THE HAY





		Edward Smith (1858-1932) of Cornwallville, New York was called “Daddy” by his grandsons Gilbert (1913-1999) and Matt Smith (born 1914). Matt relates this story: “On Daddy Smith’s hill property there was an extra barn used for hay storage which was located some distance from the house. Once when Daddy Smith went to get hay, he discovered that a car had been put in the barn without his knowing. On reporting it to the police, it turned out that the car belonged to Jack (Legs) Diamond, a notorious gangster of that period who hung out around the Catskill-Cairo area.”     








		 A TIP-TOP CATCHER





		Willard (“Dick”) Wright (died 1965) played major-league baseball very briefly with the Brooklyn Tip-Tops of the Federal League in 1915. The catcher had five at-bats in four games, with no hits, and left for more promising employment with Bethlehem Steel.








		A MOTHER’S DEATH SAVES HER SON





		Robert Standring Platt (1898-1952, great-uncle) was a U.S. Navy sailor walking up the gangway of a troop transport when notified of the death of his mother Kate (1863-1918). He did not make that trip. The ship sank on the way to Europe. Platt later met only one survivor.








		“IS EVERYBODY GOING TO DIE?”





		A tragic series of DeLong family deaths occurred within 19 months near the end of World War I. Oscar, Worcester rail agent and grandfather of Irene and Albert DeLong, died of Bright’s Disease in 1918 at age 67. Luther Albert, their other grandfather, died at 59 of diabetes in 1919. Three months later, their brother Everett died of diphtheria at age four. Harriett DeLong, their mother, who had cared for her husband and two remaining children as they lie in bed during the great infuenza epidemic, died of pneumonia in 1920 at age 32, weakened after her own bout with the flu. Little Irene DeLong, eight years old at the time, asked plaintively, “Is everybody going to die?” 








		A COUSIN FROM SCHENEVUS?





		In 1959 George Lyman Nesbitt [Z300] was an English professor at Hamilton College. Albert DeLong, who had just enrolled his son there, referred to Nesbitt as a “cousin from Schenevus.” Nobody, however, has ever shown any family connection. Perhaps this was a joking reference to the West-Nesbitt Feed Company of Schenevus and Oneonta, New York. Perhaps it was nothing. Perhaps Al’s dry sense of humor is still playing games with our heads. We may never know.








		GOING NATIVE 





		There have been many tales of Native American traces in our family genealogy, nearly all of which have been apocryphal. One which seems to have merit concerns the Jolls line, some of whose members lived in Worcester in the nineteenth century. Clarissa  Jolls (1775-1851), second great-grandmother of Earl F. Johnson (1882-1975, great-uncle),  was a Mohawk Indian. Her son Thomas Jolls was known in his day as “Indian Tom.”


		Minnie Smith (1887-1867; Smiths’ grandmother) always spoke of Indian blood in the family. She gave Charlotte Smith (aunt, born 1916) a silver bracelet with “Indian motifs” that she said had come into the family through Charlotte Boughton (Smiths’ second great-grandmother). Patricia S. Hoye (born 1936) now has the bracelet. 


		Urgel LaForest and family are said to be “part-Indian from a reservation in Canada.” Urgel used to steal items of cargo from railroad cars in Waterford, New York.


		Alan Burgess (born 1946, second cousin) states that the Cattell family may have had some Native American ancestry.


		Shortly after their marriage, Albert DeLong revealed to his bride Dorothy (1911-1991, mother) that the DeLongs were partly descended from Blackfoot Indians. Neither Al’s reputation for droll wit nor the fact that the Blackfeet live in Montana, dissuaded Dot and her children from believing this fiction for 25 years.








		BELIEVERS AND SKEPTICS





		The early Delongs of New Amsterdam and the Hudson Valley were members of the Dutch Reformed Church. Some who later lived in Vermont and Canada were Quakers, and others in the southern Adirondacks became Presbyterians. The DeLongs of Worcester have been Baptists and Methodists. We are surprised to report that a fairly large number of members of our extended family have been clergy.


		Not all, however, have been faithfully observant. One, Hepsibeth Delong (third cousin four times removed) was expelled from the Beekman Baptist Church. At least two others are defiantly noted as “not a member of any church.” Twenty-three denominations appear in our genealogical records:


		Baptist			Episcopal		Methodist


		Christian Church	Free Methodist	Orthodox Presbyterian


Church of Christ	Free Presbyterian	Presbyterian


Church of England	Galician Catholic	Quaker


Community Church	Jewish			Roman Catholic


Congregational		Latter-day Saints	Salvation Army


Dutch Reformed	Lutheran		Ukrainian Catholic


English Methodist				Wesleyan Methodist








EDUCATORS





Dr. James A. Smith (1914-1977, uncle) was a teacher and educational innovator who authored more than 200 books, articles and texts. He was a faculty member at demonstration schools, principal of Slingerlands Elementary School and the U.S. Marine Corps School for Illiterates and Professor of Elementary Education at Syracuse University and the State University of New York at Oswego. His first cousin and step-brother, Rev. Robert M. Platt (born 1928) has had a career as professor at universities in Texas.


Dr. James S. Pula (born 1946, first cousin) is a professor who has produced nationally-recognized studies of ethnic communities in the United States, including more than a dozen books and many articles on the subject. He has also served as a dean at Catholic University and at Utica College of Syracuse University.


John C. McLaury (husband of first cousin twice removed) was a school principal for 30 years in Newark, New Jersey during the early part of the twentieth century. Raymond C. Tyler (born 1892) was the last principal of East Worcester High School, from 1932 to 1939. Dr. James B. Johnson (born 1917, first cousin once removed) was principal of Allegheny Central School in Hinsdale, New York and later Superintendent of Schools in Olean. Linda J. Raide (born 1945) is principal of the middle school in Penn Yan, New York.


Many other family members have had careers as school teachers, including:


Sarah Ames (1910-2000)


Helen Andrus (born 1853, Smiths’ second cousin three times removed)


Clarice Babcock (1898-1993, married to Smiths’ first cousin twice removed)


Harriet Babcock (born 1924; second cousin once removed )         				Cornelius V.B. Boughton (born 1849, Smiths’ great-granduncle)


			James Boughton (1787-1879, Smiths’ first cousin five times removed)


			Libbie M. Boughton (born 1865, Smiths’ first cousin three times removed)


			Carolee M. Coye-Demidenko (born 1943, married to first cousin)


			Garretta Dauley (1845-1874, great-grandaunt)


			Albert S. DeLong (1913-1995, father)


Elliott DuBois


		Ella France (1854-1917, Smiths’ great-grandmother)


		John B. France (1841-1912, Smiths’ great-granduncle)


		Bessie Gallup (second cousin twice removed)


		Bertha M. Grueber (1892-1992, married to third cousin twice removed)


		Susan A. Harmon (born 1943, first cousin) 


		John P. Holmes


		Earl F. Johnson (1882-1975, great-uncle)


		Florence M. Johnson (1881-1974, great-aunt)


		Frances C. Johnson (1904-1994, first cousin once removed)


		Helen Johnson (wife of second cousin)


		J. Bradley Johnson (born 1970, second cousin once removed)


		Marion Kinch (born 1907)


		Irene D. Smith (1911-1998, aunt)


		Pauline Smith (great-aunt)


		Patricia L. Smith (born 1947, first cousin)


		Susan H. Smith (born 1950, married to first cousin)


		Rancie Snyder (married to first cousin four times removed)


		Ethel Tyler (born 1892)


		Leah Wright 


		Shirley J. Wright








	HOW THEY WENT





	Alas, we must all go sometime. Most of our predecessors died of the usual common causes – heart disease, cancer, stroke, pneumonia, diabetes and old age. Others died in military service. Some departures, however, were more original.


	Some of our ancestors tried to get to this country, but didn’t make it. Alexander Campbell, first husband of Sarah Fraser, was one of those who died on the ship. Two others were Georg Hans Jung (died about 1710; Smiths’ eighth great-grandfather) and Johann Wilhelm Voland (died in 1709 or 1710; Smiths’ sixth great-grandfather). Esther VanVliet (1871-1944, great-grandaunt) related that her “Grandfather Bastow’s mother and three brothers and one sister came to America about 1840 or 1842. They were on the water so long that my great-grandmother Bastow was too weak to stand the trip. She died on the train from New York to Utica.” 


	Col. Cornelius DeLong (1792-1854, third great-granduncle) and William Lawrence (1792-1845) died of cholera.


	Catherine Arnold (1823-1869, second great-grandaunt) died of worms.


	Bertha Broadhead (born 1859) and her husband moved to Louisiana, where they contracted yellow fever and died.


	Diphtheria claimed the siblings Ethel and Paul Russ one day apart in 1893, as well as Ina DeLong (1885-1899, third cousin twice removed), Everett DeLong (1915-1919, uncle) and a daughter (second cousin three times removed) of Edmund Valentine.


	Matthias France, Jr. (1852-1900, Smiths’ great-grandfather) died of typhoid fever.


	Delphine Peeters, 11 years old, died in a flu epidemic. So did Harriett DeLong (1887-1920, grandmother), whose husband Arthur S. DeLong (1886-1957) died of flu complications a generation and a half later.


	Albert S. DeLong (1913-1995, father) died of complications of dermatomyositis, a rare connective tissue disease that affects five people in a million. Physicians and medical students pondered his case.


	Cindi Bigsby died in 1996 of AIDS contracted through a blood transfusion.


	Alexander Mackey II (1730-1796) was thrown from a carriage in New York City when the horses ran away. Emma Robinson  (1817-1865) died in a carriage accident in Worcester. Silas Crippen (1781-1798) was “run over by a loaded wagon.”


	Horatio DeLong (about 1820 to about 1826, first cousin four times removed) died when a tree fell on him. Silas Crippen (1801-1830), the second namesake son of the Worcester settler, was killed in his father’s sawmill. Burnett DeLong (1875-1894, fifth cousin twice removed) was killed in the Corinth paper mill.


	Sally DeLong (1818-1824, third cousin four times removed), David Russell (married to third cousin twice removed) and Mary Ellen Turner drowned.


	Nellie Boughton (1859-1862, Smiths’ first cousin three times removed) was “mangled by The Engine.” Dayton DeLong (1848-1885, great-granduncle) and his son-in-law Charles B. Hubert (died 1906) were also struck by trains. Harry Bigelow, Jr. (1910-1938) died in a car accident. So did Donald Cattell (1921-1954, first cousin once removed), Jean Roseboom (died 1971), Jay Tyler, Alice Johnson (1920-1985, married to first cousin once removed), Armand LaForest (1955-1988) and Carl DeLong (1969-1991, son and nephew). Donald S. Smith (born 1915; Smiths’ first cousin once removed), his son Peter Smith and Granville Bentley (1932-1983) died in airplane accidents.


	Henrietta Turner choked to death in school.


	Clifford Hughes (1898-1914, third cousin twice removed) and David Roseboom (1948-1965) died of accidental gunshot wounds.  


	Siblings John and Margaret McClintock (died 1899) were probably robbed and murdered. Their bodies were found in the charred ruins of their farmhouse. Alexander T. Mackey (1815-1865) was killed by the Ku Klux Klan. 


	Nelson Chase, Hiram Spooner (great-granduncle) and Donald Morse (1906-1929, brother of step-grandmother) committed suicide.


	On the other side of the coin, Joseph (1875-1975) and Elizabeth Lucas (1882-1982), parents of Ethel L. Johnson (born 1920, wife of first cousin once removed), both lived to be centenarians. 




















	TRIPLE DOUBLE SMITH WOMEN





	Contemporary times have witnessed two Dot Smiths in the family. One (1911-1991, mother) married Albert S. DeLong. Her sister-in-law, Dorothy Beekman (born 1914, aunt), married James A. Smith (1914-1977).   


	There are also two Pat Smiths in the family, both first cousins of the Worcester DeLongs. Patricia A. (born 1936) is the daughter of Gilbert (1913-1999) and Irene Smith (1911-1998) of Worcester, and married Bernard F. Hoye, Jr. (born 1935). Patricia L. (born 1947) is the daughter of  James and Dorothy Smith and lives in Syracuse.


	As if these pairs of Smiths were not confusing enough, there are two Sue Smiths for good measure. Susan A. (born 1943), the sister of Patricia L., married Michael R. Harmon (born 1943) and lives in Niagara Falls. Susan H. Vooris (born 1950) married Gerald G. Smith (born 1941), another DeLong first cousin., and lives in Cold Brook. Three of the four Smith cousins – all except nurse Pat Hoye – are school teachers.  








	DOUBLE LARRIES





	There are also two Lawrence Albert DeLongs in the 
