TO FAMILY AND FRIENDS



	Our family has included many extraordinary and remarkable people – pioneers, patriots, soldiers, statesmen, entrepreneurs and educators, among others. Yet the family itself, far from being extraordinary, is instead the typical stuff of the great American panorama. Its story evokes the full colorful fabric of our country’s own life and history. Our ancestral lines include immigrants from nearly every European nation and the occasional Native American mix. We are of a wide variety of religious, political and economic backgrounds. And we have the usual picaresque sprinkling of adventurers, horse thieves, train robbers, traitors, wild characters, ne’er-do-wells and nasty types. 

	For over six decades, you, we and our predecessors have gathered information about our shared family heritage. A few – Irene Smith, Frances Johnson, Ruth All and James Pula – have done major research on the subject, and many others have added their own contributions. We have tried to gather all this work in one place, and to combine it with outside research on our family, so that we may present a larger perspective.

	Among our sources, the expansive work of John D. Baldwin of Ohio is especially noteworthy. Roy W. Delong of Indiana is now transcribing Baldwin’s 4,000 pages of DeLong research, which will eventually reside at Case Western Reserve University. Frank J. Doherty of Pleasant Valley, N.Y., author of another labor of love, The Settlers of the Beekman Patent, has documented the early Delongs of New Amsterdam and the Hudson Valley.

 	One result of all these efforts has been this book, which is an abridged account of our major family lines. Another result is a more detailed project including some extended and remote lines that will soon appear on our family web site at www.DeLongSmithPetro.com. We will continually expand and update this Internet site. The creation of the book and web site, however, does not complete our project. There is much more to gather and to learn.

	A few words of caution. People construct genealogy from musty old documents, dim memories and eroded inscriptions from overgrown cemeteries. You should take very little at face value, but rather use information as a basis for further inquiry and confirmation. This book presents data that we have compiled, and in some cases discovered ourselves, in a sincere but humanly inexact way. But it is your information, about you and originating with you. We have included the data and photographs that you have contributed and we invite you to provide us with the corrections, additions, updates, stories and pictures that will keep the chronology alive and vibrant.

	For the reader’s convenience, book sections including ancestral lines, family groups and information about individuals are in general arranged alphabetically. There is therefore no index. In some cases we have tried to indicate the sources of our information so that you may refer to them. 
R
eferences in alphanumeric form, such as “
H18
,” refer to loose-leaf volumes and page numbers in DeLong Family History source books – in this example Volume 
H
 (
Napoleon Smith
 line), page 
18
.
 
“T249
” is a p
age in 
V
olume
 T, 
on the Ralph Smythe line, another large but completely sep
ara
t
e
 Smith fam
i
ly.
 These books
, now the property of Larry DeLong,
 will eventually be part of the New York State Historical Association collection in Cooperstown.

	We hope that this book brings all of you understanding, enjoyment, enrichment and an eagerness to discover more.  

						Lawrence A. DeLong


Worcester, New York				
Donald P. Petro


January 1, 2000   
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	This book is for private information, use and enjoyment. It may be used for home entertainment, personal and educational purposes only. It is not a commercial product and its sale is illegal.

  	The contents are under copyright solely to protect them from the unauthorized exploitation of our private voluntary efforts. We extend to family members and friends having a personal interest, and to legitimate private genealogical researchers, permission to reproduce the contents, but for those non-commercial purposes only, and only with proper accreditation. Other use or reproduction is prohibited without written authorization.

   	Some images used herein were obtained from The Learning Company’s Family Tree Maker product, © 2000 The Learning Company, Inc. and its subsidiaries, 88 Rowland Way, Novato, California 94945 USA. All rights reserved.
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FAMILY GROUPS



	This part includes charts of many immediate family groups, as well as vital statistics for the parents who head each family, and of their children. Information about family groups more distant in time or relationship is available and will appear on the web site.











ANCESTRAL LINES



	The following lists illustrate the lines of descendants from the earliest-known member of the various branches of our family. In some cases they show all the known descendants, but in other cases where such an inclusive list would be prohibitively long, we have provided only a chart of the direct descendants and their siblings.









INDIVIDUALS



	This section presents additional information about selected family members that does not appear in the earlier lists of Ancestral Lines and Family Groups. Persons included here meet one of more of several criteria:

1. We have been able to gather information about them that goes beyond the basic facts provided elsewhere;

2. They lived in a relatively recent time period;

3. They are part of an ancestral line close to our own;

4. While not directly related, they may have established ties to the family and taken part in its activities;

5. They are part of the direct line from the first DeLong immigrant to the later family members in Worcester, New York; or

	6. They are prominently mentioned in the Family Stories. 
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